ROUGHING   IT   IN   THE   WEST
moves off so fast that * long after he is out of
sight you can hear him whizz ' ? Many British
readers have felt that this is open to doubt.
Or take the account of the Mormon settle-
ment at Salt Lake. Is it really true that
Brigham Young looked round to find one of
his children and then gave up and said,
* I thought I would have known the little cub
again, but I don't' ? Seems a little hard to
believe, doesn't it ? Or again, is the water in
the Humbolt county so full of alkali that it as
like lye ? or the water in Lake Tahoe so clear
that one can see through eighty feet of it ?
or is there a ' washoe ' wind which upsets stage-
coaches and which blows so hard in Carson
City as to account for the prevalence of so
many bald-headed people, and which is de-
scribed as a * soaring dust drift about the size
of the United States'?
In this wonderland of marvel and adventure
the American reader easily finds his way. He
knows by instinct that Mark Twain did not
hear the same story told about Horace Greeley
four hundred and eighty-four times; and he
knows, on the other hand, that the claims staked
out on the Ophir mine were worth four thousand
dollars a foot; and that Mark and his friends
were caught at night in a snowstorm and did
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